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Effort launched to raise $200 million for L.A. public schools - latimes.com

latimes.com/news/local/la-me-schools-fund-20 I I 09 I 5,0,3096259.story

latimes.com

Effort launched to raise $200 million for L.A. public schools

The superintendent and a Ho|l1vood philanthropist are collaborating on the fund.
I)onations could support districtwide initiatives, such as a new training program for
principals, among other things

By Howard Blume, Los Angeles Times

September 15, 20ll

Los Angeles schools Supt. John Deasy and Hollywood
philanthropist Megan Chernin have launched an effort to
raise $200 million over five years to benefit local public
schools.

The collaboration, in the works for several months, wffi
announced in a letter signed by Deasy, Chemin and Los
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

The letter strikingly lists failtnes of the Los Angeles
Unified School Disfiict but also asserts that "for the first
time in the Districfs history, the conditions for bold
change are present.... fiie time is now to harness this
potential and it is our responsibility to do so."

Besides ChernirU the nascent board of the Los Angeles
Frmd for Public Education includes education philantbropist Casey Wasserman - who has given
direcfly to L.A. Unified in the past - as well as former educator and artist Nancy Marks and Jamie
Alter Lynton, a former joumalist who is married to the chief executive of Sony Pictures Entertainment.

Donations could support districtwide initiatives, such as a new training program for principals, among
6ft6ry rhings. They could also bring to the district effective approaches used at charter schools, said
spokeswoman Amanda Crumley.

i KCy education donors have refused to give much, if anything, to L.A. Unified because they question
how well the nation's second-largest school system would use the money.

:::f - .

. : L.A. Unifie4 like other districts, has been hard hit by state funding shortfalls, resulting in thousands of
layoffs,larger class sizes and a shorter school year.

.,.., http://www.latimes.corn/news/local/la-me-schools-fund-20ll0gl5,0,70lO233,print.story 9/15/2011;,0+*:l- i..,
sir'$,j.,r
ffi*t,a'
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Effort launched to raise $200 million for L.A. public schools - latimes.com Page 2 of 2

Deasy, who became superintendent in mid-April, has made pursuing outside support a high priority.

Before joining L.A. Unified a year ago, Deasy was a top official at the Seattle-based Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation" the world's largest philanthropic organi'ation and one that has focused on education.

Deasy also attended the superintendents Tadgmy of local philanthropist Eli Broa4 whose foundatio*
like thc Gateses', has grven little to L.A. Unified- The Broad and Gates foudations have generally
awtrded grants to Los Angeles-area charter schools instead of the L.A. schools system. Cnarters arc
public schools that are independently run.

Ql presence oflongtime edryation philanthropist Chernir, who is married to producer peter Chemin"
off-ers a potential plpeline to Hollywood, whose leading figures typically haveiittle involvement in
public schools. Recently, Chernin served as co-founder an-d board chainroman of L.A.'s Promise, which
man?ges two district lig!_schoo! andjust took over one middle school. In her new capacity, she intends
to remain on the board of L.A.'s Promise but step down as chairwoman" a spokespenon said.

Chernin and other members of the L.A.'s Promise board became actively involved this year in a school
boar$ race, hosting a fimdraiser for candidate Luis Sanchez. He narowly lost to Benneit Kayser, who
was backed by the L.A. teachers union.

how ar d. blume @ 
| n ti me s. c om

Copynght @ 201l, Los Angeles Times

http//www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-schools-fund-20110915,0,7010233,print.story 9tIst20rr



W euety cornrnuniu should start neu) small schoob

Its All Abour size

By Tom Vonder Ark

policy makers, education remains a
priority for people acloss the country.
ensuring that sctrools meet the needs

all snrdenrc is a daunting obligatioo,
one fat school boards should nor shgul-

Comrnunities as a whole need
ine their porfolio of sdrool op-

tioru and ask themselves: Do all snrdeng
have an oppornrniry to actrieve ar high
lercls?

l{anryr of our sctrools, panicularly large
secondary sdrools, arE based on a one-
size-fir-all model. But expanded offer-
ings exisr, rtranl$ o growing diversiry in
our comrnunities and effora to satisfy a
range ofneeds and interesn. Though this
desire to add more droice has been ap-
propriate, unfornrnarcly we've gone
about it the wrcng way.

As communities consider how to pro-
vide environrnen$ thar combine rigor
and relatiorutrips, school boards qrn help
by dercloping a new small sctrools poli-
cy for rhdr districr Ttre policystrould be
two pronged Create new smdl sctrools

. and rcdesign large sctrools. Ttle two corl-
plement eadr eftgr.-the lbrmeris easier
and helps stroq/ the possibilities of small
sdrools; the laner is a long, difftcult
process but one that €n rnalce a E€men-
dous difference in the lives of many
adolesc."ry

tithy snsfl schoolg?

New small sctrools ctn be created quick-
lt ) ly, providing t/aluable incentiras br in-\J nouadrrc teadrers, illd ctrattgrng. the

also offer snrdents *o # rn; ;ffi-
niry ro e{perience a mor€ podtire sdlool
climate..

Small schools have been shonrn ro
have significantly higher gndrradon and
college anendance narcs, as well as fewer
discipline and safety iszues rhan large
schools. Small schools also presenr a
tremendous oppornrniry to irurclve the
communiry and etramples of this can be
seen actoss the country. '.: -

In Oakland, communiry rnembers,
parenr, 4nd support groups developed
their osrn ideas fornewsctrools. The pro-
jea gave the comrnuniry a voice and
sense of ownership. In the Bron& se\rer-
al comrnuniry organizations camed wirh
parenr and srudents to derrelop plaru for
19 new smdl high sctrmls :

New schools also have the porcntial
to bring new business and communiry
paftne$i to the table. States zudr as Col_
orado and Utah are using ectrnology-b
cused high schools as an integnl pan of
their community derrcIopmeff suategy.
And a few ciries in Vashingrcn $aE, ln-
duding Seattle and Thcorn4 are utilizing
srnall visual and perbrming afts schools
as part of their dosrntourn.revialization
strategies.

Finally, cost does not har/€ o be a bar-
rier,Uke chafters, mostsmall sctrools op-
eme wittrin rhe same per-pupil dlocation
as otherpublic schools andftereforc can
be crearcd in a cost-efuira uunner.

Cruoting rmsll rclrools

- In establlshing this sorr of inidathrc, dis-
tricts should qamine serrcral small
school models. Though ttrere arc dozens
of models for new schools, only a few,
undl recendy, addressed high schools.
Today, hovue,rrcr, a nurnber of models for
high schools erisr, including schools

f* O. war on tenorism ocarples the
rlls and minds of otu nadon's leaders

communides'seiln of what is possille.
Orcrwhekning etridence exis-ts that small
schools wirh unique inrcllecnral missions
do a mugh bener job of supponing stu-
dent zuccrss rhan do large sctrools. They

34 Amerien &hool Boord Journol/July 2002
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';.i.?

Smqll schoob with unique intellectuol missiolut
,- -i

backfards to flnd available space. The
point is you have o be crgatlve and use
whatlou c,ut

sch;rob of tho frrurr
Ttre coming)'ears wiU see mop *tan 100

new srnall schools crcatd eadr embac-

do o much better iob

gearedo lardrtgororsappttedteaming, sortofopdoruthatallsnrdensstrouldbe lt$ffi?*t*:iffi;:
snrdent<entercd smrcturc, end ncw able o access. Many schools draw from neededohclpa-ll.sildcntsadi6r!:.Te6-
pathwapocollega allthrcededgnsandcombinethediftr-'nobf-bcuse<t'highsctroots[eeHgh

entmahodsoprwtde-awell-balanced Tech Higb will open ln gorc than a
and challenging currtculum- dozen commrurities around the corntry.

Alrematira schools that focus on sup
lftc rpocc dalcqgc po;tttgeactrsnrdent'stndivtduallmer-
Once a Astrict decides b cr€ate a small 

"rs 
; gaining hror in Sacramenro,

school, the ne:c drdlenge is wherc to Fedcnl Vry Vash, and Mnneapolb
putirTtrougboanydlstrictsunderstand Andinthe Southeasg the nonprofit
the many adunuges of small schools groupSEClvlElncwillrorkwiAbrsri-
and recognize the needbrmorc quality caltyblackcollegesanduniversfties,local
opdons, they cannot morc bqond the school districa, and ottrcr endties b crc-
tssue of spaie.lterc is no casy aruwer ateeightsnall earty college highschools
when it comes to creadng the space foqredonmatbsciencgandangineer-
needed for new schools. But small ing. SECME is a prc<ollege dliance of
schools canbe crcatedwithoutnsffcon- schoolsysteos, engineering unirrersities,

smrctioo Srnall sctrools can be estab- and corporate,/govemment inrrcstors

lished in existing space, communiry who helpprcparchistoricallyundenep
sPace, or leased space. resentd snrdens for careers in madl sd-

Somedlsuictsuseexrraspaceinexist- ence, andechnology.
ing large sctrools o crearc soaller cam- The Middle College Consortium,
puses. Bard High Sdrool Earty College, wtrichnorconsistsof 23siresaroundthe
forexarnple,ls locarcdontlreop floorof countrythatserveat-riskhighsdroolsu-
a junior high school Humanides Prcp in denr, will cr€irte or rcdesign 15 smdl
lrhnbaaan also tdlocatedwithin a laryw schools in the ner decade. Locarcd on
school. And Chicago's Best Practices community college carnpuses, these
Highislocarcdwittrtwo otbersdrools in sdrools will ofti 0ra-l'ear Fograms to
a foroer large high sctrool The Fderal belp mrdcnsreccirabottranassodaa's
Vry k€paiaoryAcadccy, nearTacoma, degrce and a high sdtool dlplooa
holdsdesscslndrporublesinaiunior Dtstricts hce &undng challenges
trighpaddnglot o&y, lncluding imprwing smdent

A number'ofdlstrtca use abandoned achievementonastroestringbudgetBut
buildlngs or dy on tbc geocrodty of the a dear, cohercnt small sdroolspolicT catr

local buslness and arts commtrnity.llre go a long *ay toqard addlessing these
Ctrarer Sdrool of San Dtego uscs itonat- and other issues. By crea&rg an array of
cdorlnexpendrrcsaallltehdlitteslocat- - new imall sdrools, a board caa deoon-
ed in office buildings arid storefronts. str:rte iE commitment to ersuring tbat

- HighTechHightstnaforncrllarryirarc- - evqV fanily has access o a vartety of
house thatwas conrrcrrcd wlth prlnte . qudttyeducadonal opdons thatprcparc
secror donad6ns. New small arts htgh ''E tfudens br college, wodr, and dd-
sdrools ln Seatde and Tacoma meet in *nstrip.Itissomahingboadsshoulddo

of supporfing studed succ€lrilt

thon do l"rg" schools.

Sdrools sudl as HighTechHigbhsen
Dego arid New Tectr High ln Napa, Calif.,

offervocational education in a rigorous
applied-learning setting. The schools
combine inmersionr p€frionalization,
and perbrmance$ased assressment in a
high-tedr envimnment New Tech High's

applied-learning uses a proiect-based
model, di$tat portfolios, aria industry
pannerships b pfepare snrdents brpost-
secondary education

Student{entered schools like ft":
Metropolitan Regional C,areer and Tectl-

nical Center CIhe Met) in South Provi-
dence, RI., or the Minnesota New
Country Sctrool in Henderson, Minn , tai-

lor learning to a snrdent's interesc The
Met uses intemships as the prirnary ve-

hide for snrdent learning. This model is
perfeabrengaging snrdents and is great

for the 10 percent or so of snrdents who
witl lnst not succed in large, tnadidonal
trigb schools

A thid model dlows snrdena an oF
porntnirf to earn both a high sdrool
diplouii and an assdate's degree or col-
lege Lredlt wtrile in high sctrool last fall
the National Comrntssion on the High
School Senior Year bund that the 12th-
grade ry3r is gften sqlnndered, but in this
model, sudents ctnbe prodrcdra as se-

niors. At Bard High Sctrool Earty College
in Bgoklyo, br example, st-lrdents aret: , tmtiired ln a cohercnr [bFA ans cur-

s1 rioilGwtrilealso uHng college classes.

Ttref gn&ratewfth a high sclrool diplo-
me aid an assoclate's de1irce ln four
ycers.,-::t '

- thi-thrce rypes of sctrools outllned
aborc couldbe thought of as app[e(d, al-
ternadrc, ehd acadernic. Any of these
models can prcpare snrdents forpostsec-
ondary $lcc6!r. One is not beGr than an-
other, end bgether they reprcsent the

E 
community sPaces and museunuil

School districts stn access rrarious re-

sotuces to help esabllsh small sdtools.
From communlty centers to old chudr-
es, dlstrlcts should look in their own

for snrdents and for their communir.v.

Tom Vonder lrrk is he oecuttue direaor of

educotion ot the Bill & A4elindo Gotes

Foundotion in Seoille, Wosh.
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t

Has the Big-Box Era Been Downsized?

By Alyce Lomax Posted l1:30AM 09ll3ll1 Company News, Home Deoot, Wai-Vlart Stores. Tarqet

Corp, Amazon.com, Retail, Best BuY

Wal-Mart (WMD.Best Buy (BBY). Home Depot (FID): From sea to shining seq big-box stores dot

the landscape as pirvasivelyLsmile markers on the highway. And like those nondescript numbered

signs, ttrey give no reliable indication of which U.S. city, town, or state you're actually driving

through.

But your days of living in "Generic4" that land of asset-bubble-fueled cookie-cutter consumerism,

may be drawing to a close.

Smaller is Spectacular

If the number of big-box ftlmes now studying smaller store formats offlers any indication, big is no

longer beautiful in retail.

Former behemoth bookseller Borders is wrapping up its liquidation as we speak, and shrewd

competitors such as Britain's Tesco and the United States' Trader Joe's, both nimble small-box

retaiiers, have pushed other renowned retail giants to diminish their fooprins.

Wal-Mart's shategic outlook now includes far more Lilliputian sites, where its online customers could

utilize drive-thrus to pick up merchandise. (Would you like an order of Cheetos with that?) Last

spring, Wal-Mart management revealed plans to debut "hundreds" of smaller stores over the next

three years.

Target (TGT) has experimented with pop-up shops in some markets. These tiny, temporary retail

tocations funCtioo ooiy for the holiday season or some other limited-time event, calrying only a

handful of hot merchandise. Then one day, poof .- they're gone.

Best Buy has been working on daintier fooprints of its own by reducing its stores' square footage. It's

also talked up plans to open hundreds of small Best Buy Mobile shops that focus on smartphones.

Meanwhile, Best Buy Marketplace, which will include third-party sellers, represents the retailer's

most recent competitive volley against online giant Amazon.com (ArVlZN). It sounds nothing less

than desperate on Best Buy's part; even if Marketplace does increase is online sales. it'll hardly do

much good for the company's own bricks-and-mortar business.

The ups and downs of the last decade have made American consumels far more frugal today. They've

also pioved that big isn't always beautifirl. especially when your company's gtowth depends on

rotnJone else's asset bubble. If these big-box retailers ever want to recapture the growth they once

enjoyed. they may have to start getting small..

.vlotley Fool analyst Alyce Lomm does not own shares oJ'aryt oJ'the companies mentioned. The

.Votley Fool owns shares oflhal-Mart and Best Buy. lhrlq' llni irclr,siattar ttr'.'ic't's htNe

recommended buying shares ot'Home Depot, WruLMarL and.lmuzon.com, as well us creuting u


